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in a commonwealth [HollandJ where souldiours receive and
observe comands but give none. Obedience is my greate prin-
ciple, and I have alwaise, and ever shall, reverence the parlia-
ments resolutions in civill things as infallible and sacred'. He
now wrote that he was prepared to stand by his words. At
once he took measures to consolidate the loyalty of his army,
and purged it of all disaffected elements. His own regiment
lost its lieutenant-colonel, major, and three captains, and alto-
gether he is said to have displaced 140 officers.1 In order to
secure time for this remodelling of his army, he entered into
negotiations with Lambert and spun them out as long as pos-
sible. Meanwhile he did his utmost to gain the complete con-
fidence of his men. He called together regularly a council of
officers, to which he left the initiative whenever he could, and
he organized a systematic propaganda to instruct the rank
and file.2
The main arguments used to persuade the soldiers to agree
with Monck that the remnant of the Long Parliament should
be restored were: that the war was begun for the preservation
of the protestant religion, the privileges of parliament, and the
laws and liberties of the subject; that it could not be lawful for
the officers of the English army to expel the Rump after recall-
ing it, acknowledging its authority, accepting commissions in
its name, and receiving pay from it, any more than it would
be lawful for a servant to rise up against his master; that the
military power ought to be subservient to the civil, which was
another way of saying that the sword should be in the people's
own hands; that if the English soldiers followed Lambert they
would be fighting for the selfish ambition of a few officers, who
would hazard the destruction of the whole nation rather than
lose the commands they had justly forfeited; that these self-
same leaders had been raised by the soldiers 'from the meanest
mechanicks to lord-like inheritances'; and that in default of
a parliament to vote supplies the soldier must live at free
quarter and be in danger of losing arrears in pay due to him.
This and similar propaganda were disseminated in England
and soon had their effect. Their two main achievements were
to intensify opposition to arbitrary rule and to disintegrate the
army. Their success in making the soldiery unpopular was
1  See the present writer's Early History of the Coldstream Guards (1924), pp. 93-7.
2  See ibid, for extracts from these pamphlets.